There is a proposed Bill that has been written that is called: AN ACT CONCERNING TAX
FAIRNESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

Which will: Adjust the state grants in lieu of taxes for state-owned property and property
owned by private nonprofit colleges and hospitals.

Details of the proposed bill can be read here:
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp...

As you may or may not know the Pilot payments to Voluntown have been insufficient and as a
result the taxpayer bears the burden. If passed as is, this burden will become cast in stone.

The passing of this bill would lock in funding with no recognition of current town related
expenses and future costs.

The bill is 70 pages long but it is easy reading as far as legislation goes.

In Sec 2, Section 12-19b (b) the Town of Voluntown is granted a fixed payment of $60,000, with
respect to the state owned forest. There are currently 14,651 acres classified as forest land A
$60,000 payment translates into a payment of $4.00 per acre, as a payment in lieu of taxes.
Voluntown consists of 24,323 acres, of which the state owns 15,945 acres, or 65.6% of the
town, Residential and commercial acreage total 8,229 acres or 33.8% of the town, the
remaining 149 acres or .6% consist of tax exempt properties.

Basically, the level of funding we receive this year would remain going forward and that would
be it, attempts to change the pilot would be fruitless.

Long range this would be devastating to the town of Voluntown,

NECOGG has said: If passed, this bill will have significant impact your town.

Martha J Wittwer (concerned and VOTING citizen of Voluntown)


http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=LCO&which_year=2015&bill_num=5233

